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Dear St Cuthbert’s Member,

I am writing to you to let you know the result of the votes on the Union last Sunday and also a brief description of the next steps after the vote. The results of the vote were as follows:

	Congregation 
	Vote for Union 
	Vote against Union 
	Vote for reviewable Charge 
	Vote against reviewable Charge 

	Greyfriars Kirk 
	52
	7
	53
	5

	St Cuthbert’s 
	32
	7
	37
	3



The two congregations have voted in favour of the Union and Reviewable charge by a significant majority.

The next steps are that the results of the vote will need to be ratified by Edinburgh and West Lothian Presbytery. We are hoping that this will be at their meeting on 16th June. Subject to that ratification, the proposal will be forwarded to OSCR, prior to final Presbytery sign off.

We are hoping that the process can be completed in time for the date of the Union to be 1st August 2026.

Once the Union takes place, a new Interim Moderator and a single locum will be appointed for the United Charge.

Once we have the approval to call a minister, the congregation needs to elect a Nominating Committee to recommend the selection of a minister for the Charge. I would encourage members to consider whom they might wish to serve on such a Committee, which will have representation from both former congregations.
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We hope to have more, fuller news shortly. 

I recognise that change is always difficult, and looking to the future we face significant challenges to advance God’s mission in our new church.

I also recognise that those who did not vote for the Union will be feeling disappointed and maybe even hurt that this decision has been made. I would ask that we all seek, prayerfully and in the Love of Christ to work together to move forward as one with our joint congregation, remembering Paul’s word in his Letter to the Ephesians Chapter 4 verse 32: "Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.”


Yours 

Christine McGuinness

Deputy Session Clerk 
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