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Locum Minister’s Letter 

Dear Friends 

Creation and Remembrance 

Writing this during the season of Creationtide, I’m very much aware that our 
thoughts are currently on the stewardship and care of the earth and its people. In 
our weekly prayer topic “Prayerful Practice” we have held the land, the sea and the 
air in our prayers.  

Soon we will come together on the first Sunday of October to celebrate the harvest 
and have a chance, once more, to donate to the ongoing work of Water Aid or bring 
tinned and dried foodstuffs to the church. This year we have experienced a very hot 
and dry summer and local farmers have brought their harvests safely in much earlier 
than usual. In spite of plentiful crops and a glut of fruit and vegetables we know that 
many around us struggle to afford to put food on their tables and are using 
foodbanks and taking advantage of hot meals of the sort offered twice a week by 
Steps to Hope or by our friends at St John’s with their weekly “Warm Place” on 
Monday afternoons. 

Moving into October, we start to feel more autumnal, the days are noticeably 
shorter and the nights are colder. This is when we gladly return to our warm homes 
but it is also the time when we can look at how we support those who do not have 
homes, who sleep rough and who suffer as the thermometer drops.   

Bethany’s Rapid Response Winter Care Shelter is due to open again from October, 
not at the Haymarket “Hub” this year, the venue details have yet to be finalised. I 
know that many of us support their work, as well as the work of Fresh Start. We 
know that these vital organisations (and others) continue to rely on local churches 
for much of their funding. 

November is a time for remembering; you may not have heard of it but the first 
week is designated “To Absent Friends Week”, a time when we are encouraged to 
remember and share stories about our departed loved-ones. We will remember the 
fallen of the two World Wars and other conflicts on Remembrance Sunday at St 
Cuthbert’s and we will also hold a short service of Remembrance on Armistice Day 
itself at 11am in the Memorial Chapel.   

I’m sure I am not alone in feeling despair when considering the plight of those living 
in poverty, refugees, the hungry (often close to home) as well as when hearing 
continually of the many areas of conflict throughout the world. But, and it can be 
hard to do so, we must persevere in prayer, continue to hold a candle for peace on 
earth, to pray that warmongering might end and to offer practical help to those who 
live in straitened circumstances, quite literally at times, on our doorstep. We may 
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struggle to see how we can make a 
difference but in both prayerful and 
practical ways, however small, I do 
believe that we as individuals and as the 
church can help, and I give thanks that 
we will continue to do so. 

I mentioned St John’s earlier, and the 
past week it was a real pleasure for 
some of us to join the clergy team and 
members as we celebrated the 
installation of Rev’d David Bagnall as the 
new Rector. Our thoughts and prayers 
are with David, his family and all at St John’s as they start a new chapter in their long 
story (see picture). 

And finally, as ever, please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you would like a visit or 
home-communion, it is always a pleasure to be able to bring the church to those 
who cannot come Sunday by Sunday or who would value the time to talk quietly at 
home. 

Yours,  

Suzie 
 

FROM THE TOWER ROOM 

As we head through autumn and on toward another winter, we are delighted that 
one of the main items in the magazine is notification of an extra special occasion – 
a Diamond Wedding anniversary – a union that has passed through 60 autumns and 
winters not to mention springs and summers. All at St Cuthbert’s pass on our sincere 
congratulations to Alison and Charlie Robertson, our ‘one couple in a thousand’.  

To mark that occasion landmark occasion, we turn the clock back to 1965, the year 
of their wedding. How well do you remember 1965? Perhaps you weren’t even born 
by then. Try to answer the few questions posed about that year on page 7.  

Martin Pearce sends us updates on the Bible Fellowship Group and the Ukraine St 
Margaret’s Saturday School and also gives us Food for Thought. Talking of food, you 
are invited to a bacon roll breakfast in the Church on the last Sunday of October 
where proceeds will go towards Scottish Television’s Children’s Appeal. Details are 
on page 13. 

In our last edition of the magazine, we included a newspaper advert for a 20 guinea 
reward the Kirk Session offered 200 years ago for the conviction of a couple of grave 
robbers who “violated” the burial ground by stealing a recently buried parishioner.   
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Our Feature Article returns and looks at the activities of graver robbers in general 
and Burke and Hare in particular and considers their legacies to St Cuthbert’s which 
can still be seen today.  

We are delighted to announce that St Cuthbert’s will be hosting on a regular basis, 
a series of book launches in conjunction with booksellers Topping. Some well known 
authors will be appearing in the Church to publicise their new books. Some of the 
names that you may well be more aware of are Alan Davies, Sir Bradley Wiggins and 
Rick Stein. Another book launch mentioned is that of our own Alison Robertson 
whose book, Normandy Memorial is published next month. See details on page 15. 

The arts are well catered for in this magazine. Not just books, but music too. You are 
invited to attend a tour of St Cecilia’s Hall in October. See page 13. 

Stewart Cowe 
 

REPORTS FROM ST CUTHBERT’S 
 

Working towards Union 

  

I am aware that you must all be wondering why there has been no recent update on 
the proposed Union of St Cuthbert’s and Greyfriars Kirk. Discussions have been paused 
since March, following a joint Kirk Session meeting when some concerns and 
differences became apparent. 

Guided by our Interim Moderator, Dr Hazel Hastie, we engaged with the Deployment 
Committee at Presbytery level and they came to speak with the St Cuthbert’s Kirk 
Session in July. 

The Deployment Committee attended a Kirk Session meeting at Greyfriars in early 
September and we await feedback following that meeting. We hope that we will then 
be guided as to how best we move forward. 

I appreciate that the lack of progress is frustrating for everyone and the lack of 
constructive feedback causes everyone to think that there is no communication as to 
how things are progressing but please be assured that St Cuthbert’s has not moved 
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forward in discussion since March and the lack of communication is due to the fact that 
nothing has been happening. 

Now that both Kirk Sessions have met separately with the Deployment Committee, I 
am confident that we will begin to have robust conversations again very soon.  

We are so fortunate to be led by Rev Suzie Stark and Dr Hazel Hastie at this time of 
uncertainty and change and for that we are truly grateful.  

Christine McGuinness 

Acting Session Clerk 
 

Diamond Wedding Anniversary: Anne and Charlie celebrate 60 years together 

A diamond wedding anniversary 
is certainly something to cherish. 
Of the 371,127 marriages that 
took place in 1965, fewer than 
1,000 couples will celebrate that 
milestone this year. That our own 
Alison and Charlie Robertson are 
one of these select 1,000 is a 
source of much joy in St 
Cuthbert’s. 

Alison and Charlie were married 
on 30th July 1965 in North 
Morningside Church (now the Eric Liddell centre) at Holy Corner and 60 years later 
celebrated their milestone with a family gathering in Edinburgh. They also received a 
celebratory card from the King and Queen but their best anniversary gift was not the 
pomp and ceremony of the family gathering – delightful as it was – but the joy and 
pleasure that their three children and their families have brought to them over the 
years.  

The celebration took the form of a family dinner for twelve in a private dining room 
overlooking Princes Street, a beautiful and delicious chocolate Diamond Wedding cake 
and a performance (unaccompanied) of the well-known anthem by John Stainer, God 
So Loved the World (the text is from John’s Gospel, chapter 3, verse 16) and sung in 
four parts by four family members. The left-over cake was brought to St Cuthbert’s the 
following Sunday where those attending morning worship were able to partake.  

Though not able to be present at the family gathering, their daughter Margaret, who 
lives in Japan, sent a selfie of herself toasting her parents and that photo now hangs 
proudly on the wall of Alison and Charlie’s home.  

All at St Cuthbert’s send our warmest congratulations to the celebrating couple.   
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P.S. for those unaware, Alison sings in the choir while Charlie ministered here for many 
years, retiring in 2020.  

In the 60 years since their wedding, it is reckoned that they will both have taken 
approximately 163 million steps which is equivalent to walking a distance of over 
62,000 miles, both their hearts will have beat over 2.2 billion times and their eyes will 
have blinked over 300 million times.  

And now, how well do you remember 1965? 

On television, we were watching Perry Mason, Bonanza, Captain Pugwash, Z-Cars, 
Crossroads and Animal Magic. The science and technology programme Tomorrow’s 
World started in the July while the pilot edition of Till Death Us Do Part was shown on 
BBC in the June of that year.  

Finally, do you know … 

• Which famous criminal escaped from Wandsworth Prison in July 1965? 

• Which famous author was born on 31st July 1965? 

• What product was banned from being advertised on British television on 1st August 
1965 

• What pop song was number 1 in the UK charts on 30th July 1965 (clue, the title is 
highly inappropriate for a wedding!) 

Answers at bottom of page 17. 
 

St Cuthbert’s Bible Fellowship Group  

We started our sixth year of the Bible Fellowship on 11th September with great 
enthusiasm for reading and reflecting on the Psalms and enjoyed much fellowship. As 
ever, all are invited to join this fellowship group. We meet via Zoom every Thursday 
during term time at 7.30pm and if anyone needs help getting on Zoom, please let me 
know and I will gladly provide practical help. 

Our first discussion opened with Psalm 1, which presents a stark contrast between the 
way of the righteous and the way of the wicked. The psalmist urges readers to choose 
the path of wisdom and godliness: 1 Blessed is the man, who walks not in the counsel 
of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 2. but 
his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law, he meditates day and night.  

This opening Psalm describes the characteristics of the blessed person. The term 
"blessed" conveys a sense of deep, abiding happiness and fulfilment that comes from 
living in alignment with God's will.  

We moved on to Psalm 41 and 42 and reflected the encouragement one gets from 
reading the Psalms. God will always bless us when we turn to him and follow his ways. 
Psalm 41 verses 1 and 2 opens with much encouragement when we are blessed. 
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Blessed are those who have regard for the weak; 
the Lord delivers them in times of trouble. The Lord 
protects and preserves them — they are counted 
among the blessed in the land — he does not give 
them over to the desire of their foes.  

To finish off some interesting views as we related 
such Psalms to our modern world, we finished our 
discussions using Psalm 14, which starts as follows:       
14 Fools say to themselves, “There is no God!” They 
are all corrupt, and they have done terrible things; 
there is no one who does what is right. 
Many of today’s political leaders at all levels around the world have little Christian faith, 
if any, where do they get their wisdom from and sense of right and wrong? I leave you 
to ponder such a question.  
A key conclusion that emerged from the discussion, was “yes, we are fewer in number 
worshipping at St Cuthbert’s, and elsewhere, compared with 30 years ago, but we 
value one another more and love one another more, because God still loves us with 
his unfailing love as reflected in the Psalms. God bless you. 
Every blessing, 

Martin Pearce (email: martin.pearce2109@outlook.com)  
 

Update on the Ukrainian St Margaret's Saturday School 

The Ukrainian School has made a good start to its third year with 36 children/teenagers 
registered and over 30 attending each week. We have eleven new children and two 
new teachers teaching Ukrainian history and dancing.  

Our first two Saturdays were at St John’s and the third at St Cuthbert’s. The Ukrainian 
teachers teach with high motivation and knowledge, as indeed do our volunteer 
English Language teachers. In consequence the 
children have settled into the new term well. 

Naturally they really appreciate being with 
other Ukrainian children and to hear their 
language being spoken by everyone except the 
local hosts! 

Likewise, we have made a start to our fund-
raising for our third year and we have sufficient 
funds until Christmas thanks to Edinburgh 
Trades Charity, as well as private and parental 
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donations. We have a grant proposal with the 
National Lottery for funding three of our 
Ukrainian teachers and if this is successful, 
that will be an enormous encouragement 
because we need over £20,000 for the whole 
of the third year. We currently have nearly half 
of the funds we need. As ever, God is a God of 
surprises and the funds have come in over the 
last two years so we remain optimistic this will 
be the case this year.  

The Ukrainian School continues to serve the Ukrainian refugee children well by giving 
them not just a good education but hope for the future. Likewise, we support the 
Ukrainian teachers financially who are unable to get jobs with salaries; the main 
problem is that they are all on short-term visas.  

Nevertheless, the School is thriving and we look forward to another year of good 
academic teaching and extra-curricular activities. Thanks to members of St Cuthbert’s, 
St John’s, and Greyfriars Kirk for supporting the School with financial support and the 
provision of classroom facilities. 

Martin Pearce (Secretary and Treasurer) – email   martin.j.pearce@blueyonder.co.uk 
 

Feature Article: Burke and Hare and their legacy to St Cuthbert’s 

It’s now 200 years since Edinburgh was 
plagued by the nefarious activity of grave 
robbing. St Cuthbert’s (or the West Kirk as it 
was then more widely known) was targeted 
on more than one occasion as its lonely 
location, well outside the city walls, proved 
an irresistible attraction to the criminals.  

The activity of grave robbing was prevalent 
over much of the late 18th and early 19th 
century. You won’t need reminding of two of Edinburgh’s ‘characters’ at that time – 
William Burke and William Hare (see picture). St Cuthbert’s burial ground, like many 
others were ‘visited’ several times as the medical school’s need for recently deceased 
bodies increased.  

The increase in the incidence of grave robbing was down to the advances being made 
in medicine and the need for anatomy teachers to educate medical students by using 
actual dead bodies. At that time, the only ones which the medical profession was 
legally allowed to use were those of executed criminals.   

mailto:martin.j.pearce@blueyonder.co.uk
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"Up the close and doon the stair, 
But and ben' wi' Burke and Hare. 
Burke's the butcher, Hare's the thief, 
Knox the boy that buys the beef." 

This rhyme could be heard on the streets of 19th century Edinburgh and was inspired 
by a gruesome string of killings known as the West Port Murders by the above-
mentioned Burke and Hare. 

St Cuthbert’s first brush with grave robbers occurred fully 60 years prior to the 
emergence of these so-called resurrectionists. And it was not always the bodies that 
these grave robbers were after, but occasionally for the jewellery they were wearing 
in the coffin. 

St Cuthbert’s was particularly vulnerable to the practice of grave robbing, given the 
churchyard’s rural location with few houses nearby. At the time, St Cuthbert’s 
graveyard was bounded just by a small earth dyke. There were no stone walls as there 
are now, while the entrance to the church and the graveyard was through an opening 
in the dyke that fronted a road called Queens Ferry Road. This was before the current 
street, Lothian Road, was constructed and the then road was level with that of the 
burying ground.  

By the middle of the 18th century, concerns of the relatives of the deceased over the 
possibility that their graves might be desecrated had risen to such a degree that friends 
or family of the recently deceased often stood guard over the grave for a few days after 
burial, but in 1764, St Cuthbert’s forbade the use of these guards. Instead, the Church 
employed their own beadles, who were paid 1 shilling (5p) per night on top of their 
normal wage to walk round the graveyard during the hours of darkness.  

That seemed to have done the trick, for there were no further intimations of 
‘violations’ of the burying ground for many years. One particularly nasty experience in 
1819, though, shocked all at St Cuthbert’s and indicated that the robbers were 
becoming more active in their activities. It was reported that “some attempts to violate 
the churchyard have been made” while two dogs belonging to the watchman were 
poisoned by “persons unknown”. By then, the beadles no longer performed these 
additional duties – a full time (night) watchman was used. He was also provided with a 
“strong pair of boots” – and it was deemed that this duty should “prove no greater a 
hardship than that which the city’s policemen are subject to”. 

That practice worked for a while, but the body snatchers proved to be one step ahead 
of the Kirk Session and hopes that the presence of the watchman would end the curse 
of body snatching were wide of the mark. St Cuthbert’s, like all Church of Scotland 
churches, had strict rules as to what parishioners could and could not do on Sundays. 
Walking was one of the many activities ruled out, unless walking to and from a place 
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of worship. Burke and Hare and others soon 
realised that the graveyard was therefore 
unprotected that day – the watchman was 
forbidden to do his rounds on the Sunday, hence 
that was the day when most of the grave robbing 
took place.  

To counter that, St Cuthbert’s requested the 
service of a policeman to do what the watchman 
was forbidden to do – walk around the graveyard 
all Sunday night. While the watchman was not 
allowed to work Sundays, a policeman clearly 
could! That service came at a cost, though, the 
police charging St Cuthbert’s 1 shilling and sixpence 
(7½p) for each night.  

One may think that the practice of grave robbing 
would be a difficult and time-consuming exercise. 
It was anything but. It was said that experienced 
grave robbers could extract a body from a dug 
grave in less than 15 minutes.  

The practice of body snatching lessened in 
Edinburgh as the key persons decided to ‘cut out 
the middleman’, Burke and Hare murdering their 
victims so they did not need to break into coffin to 
obtain bodies, as they had one ready prepared. 
That reduced the need for grave robbing, but the 
practice was effectively ended when the Anatomy 
Act of 1832 widened the scope of which bodies 
were legally allowed to be used in medical schools. 

In addition to the corpses of executed criminals, 
unclaimed bodies of those who died in prison or a 
workhouse, and bodies that were voluntarily 
donated could now be legally used. It is intriguing to note that Kirk Session minutes of 
the time stated that in the first year of operation under the widened rules, three bodies 
were “anatomised”, that term being commonly used for bodies being given to the 
medical school for use in the anatomy class.  

St Cuthbert’s by then had commissioned the construction of a watchtower on the 
corner of King’s Stables Road and Lothian Road for their watchmen, but in truth, by 
then, it was rarely needed. The further decision, in 1830, to have the burial ground 
lighted by new-fangled gas lights added further protection. That cost St Cuthbert’s a 



 

ST CUTHBERT’S PARISH CHURCH MAGAZINE Page 12 

pretty penny – the expense of laying the necessary pipes and installing the 12 lamps 
cost £64 (almost £6,400 in today’s money) on top of which they had to pay for the gas. 
St Cuthbert’s recouped some of that outlay by imposing a 5 shilling (25p) fee on every 
hearse funeral that took place in the church yard.  

One can imagine how St Cuthbert’s burial ground would now look without the watch 
tower – less so with regard to the lights as these would surely have been installed at 
some stage even without the involvement of the grave robbers.  

Dr Robert Knox (who was mentioned in the poem on page 10) was a lecturer in 
anatomy at the University of Edinburgh and was the recipient of many of the bodies 
provided by Burke and Hare. Consequently, if only by association, he was not highly 
regarded among the Kirk Session. However, it is interesting to learn that he was 
granted the right of conveyance of some ground at Newington Burial Ground in 1839 
– at that time, Newington Church was one of St Cuthbert’s Chapels of Ease and the 
burial ground was run by the mother church. Not that Knox actually had need of a 
burial place there. He died in London in 1862 and was buried in the capital in Brookfield 
Cemetery.  
   
Food for Thought 

Unlike in many countries, commitment to Jesus in this country does not mean you will 
lose your life for your Christian faith (although you might be arrested in some 
situations). Nevertheless, that does not mean we do not need to stay strong in faith 
because there is always someone ridiculing the Christian faith in our media and that is 
what we try to do at St Cuthbert’s and in many of our churches up and down the 
country. 

The general teachings of Jesus may be summarised as follows:   

First, Christianity means we turn away from sins and selfish desires, and follow the 
teachings of Jesus. 

Secondly, Christianity is a life of service in our homes, 
schools, workplaces and churches and we do such work 
by the Grace of God. We aim to be 24 hours a day/7 
days a week Christians.  

Thirdly, to be a disciple of Christ means no turning back 
on Christ and the work he calls us to do in his name. 
Hence there is often a cost because he is asking us to 
give our time, talent, resources, and energy in building 
his church family in our parish churches and beyond. 

The cost may be heavy for some of us, not least in 
managing workload and commitments. We might think 
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that we do not have the strength to have such commitment, but the Spirit of God will 
always help us when we seek God’s strength and wisdom. 

Some will give generously, even sacrificially, to do the work for which Christ built His 
church and that is often how the life of a church continues. 

If Jesus asks us to carry our own cross, we can be sure that He will help us-because He 
has already carried our cross, with all our sins, guilt, -all the way to Calvary. 

Christianity is an invitation to join Him in having a heart for people of all backgrounds 
and all situations.  

The Gospel of Christ challenges us to follow his ways and live differently, and be open 
to receive his forgiveness and love, and to serve him by giving our time, talent, and 
resources cheerfully to the best of our endeavours. In consequence, we enjoy the love, 
joy, peace, and hope for the future that Christianity offers. 

As Jesus sometimes said at the end of his preaching: Do you believe this?   

Martin Pearce (email: martin.pearce2109@outlook.com) 
 

Bacon Roll Breakfast 

Join us for a Bacon Roll Breakfast at St 
Cuthbert’s on Sunday October 26th between 
9 and 9.45 am. There will be bacon rolls, egg 
rolls for the vegetarians and tea, coffee and 
orange juice.  

We will be raising funds for STV’s Children 
Appeal as part of the Big Scottish Breakfast 
Appeal. 

All members of St Cuthbert’s, Greyfriars, St 
John’s and the New Town Kirk are welcome. 
For numbers, please drop an email to 
office@stcuthberts-edinburgh.uk or contact Oscar at the Church Office.  

Suggested donation £5.  
 

OUT AND ABOUT 
 

Congregational Tour of St Cecilia’s Hall 

Calling all music lovers of St Cuthbert’s and Greyfriars Churches. 

There will be a 90-minute walking tour of St Cecilia’s Hall, 50 Niddry Street, Edinburgh, 
EH1 1LG on Friday 10th October at 11am. Niddry Street is the road that runs between 
the High Street and the Cowgate beside the Radisson Hotel.  

mailto:martin.pearce2109@outlook.com
mailto:office@stcuthberts-edinburgh.uk
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We will meet there so please make your own 
transport arrangements. The tour will involve 
demonstrations of some of the antique instruments 
housed there and we will also be given a guided 
overview of the concert hall (which is up some 
stairs). 

St Cecilia's Hall is a small concert hall and museum. 
The hall dates from 1763 and was the first purpose-
built concert hall in Scotland. It was named after 
Cecilia who is the patron saint of musicians. It is a 
Category A listed building. 

The hall belongs to the University of Edinburgh and houses part of the university's 
collection of musical instruments. It is used for classical chamber music concerts and 
as a venue of the Edinburgh International Festival.  

The tour is free but donations would be very welcome. 

There are limited places available as it is a small venue. Please let Kirsten Kooy, Pastoral 
Assistant know as soon as possible if you are interested – by email to 
kirstenkooy@aol.com 
 

Calling all book lovers 

We are pleased to inform you that over the coming months, St Cuthbert’s will be 
hosting a series of book launches in conjunction with booksellers, Topping Company.  

The following evenings with are taking place over October and November in the 
Sanctuary:  

Saturday 18th October Mona Awad We love you, Bunny 

 The bestselling author of Rouge and Bunny, We Love You Bunny is both a 
prequel and sequel to Bunny. Venture into the heart of dark academia.  

Sunday  26th October Alan Davies White Male Stand-up 

 Meet the comedian, writer and actor, best known for starring in the BBC 
series Jonathan Creek and QI. Alan’s new memoir tells us what happened 
after Just Ignore Him, the bestselling memoir of his traumatic childhood.  

Thursday 30th October Joe Hill  
Keith Rosson 

Coffin Moon 
Sorrow 

 The release of two of the most anticipated tales of terror this year. Hill, son 
of Stephen King, and Rosson, author of the Fever House duology, tell us 
about their latest spine-chilling novels.  

    

mailto:kirstenkooy@aol.com
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Thursday  6th November Sir Bradley Wiggins The Chain 

 Sir Bradley is one of the UK’s greatest cyclists and he joins us to celebrate 
the launch of his memoir, The Chain. 

Wednesday  12th November Rick Stein Rick Stein’s Christmas 

 Rick Stein joins us to celebrate the launch of his first ever Christmas 
cookbook, bringing together all his favourite seasonal recipes and stories.  

Thursday 20th November Jay Kristoff Empire of the Dawn 

 Jay is a number one international, New York Times and Sunday Times 
bestselling author of fantasy and science fiction series. Empire of the Dawn 
is the epic conclusion to his series of the same name. 

All events start at 7pm except for an evening with Jay Kristoff which commences at 
6.30pm.  

You can book places in Topping’s bookshop at 2 Blenheim Place, Edinburgh or online 
at toppingbooks.co.uk 

 

Another treat for book-lovers 

We are pleased to publicise the imminent launch of an ebook entitled Normandy 
Memorial Commission – Canongate Kirk: Aims, Resources, Activities by our own Alison 
Robertson with fellow choir member Alana Clark one of the assistant editors.  

The artist is Hannah Frew Peterson MBE whose artwork, commissioned by Canongate 
Kirk, and entitled “Christ the Light of the World”, was a design worked on by an ad hoc 
community group of amateur embroiderers in 30 canvas work cushions (14 holes to 

the inch) around the semi-circular apse of the Kirk. It 
was worked by 24 women using Appleton’s Crewel wool 
(three strands to the needle). 

The front cover (left) shows part of the full set of 30 
cushions on the seats and the backs constituting the 
memorial to the veterans lost in the Normandy landings 
and battles on D-Day (6th June 1944) and on subsequent 
days. 

The online ebook of 20 chapters is 1) a memoir telling 
the ups and downs in the story of how and why this 
memorial happened; 2) a manual describing and 
explaining the canvas work embroidery/tapestry 
techniques and processes employed to make the 
memorial happen; 3) a model of how to run a creative 
community project successfully from scratch over six 
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years, yielding insights into how to think clearly, communicate, plan, manage materials, 
sustain interest, cope with change in clientele and so on. 

The publication date is Thursday 16th October, the publisher is Troubador Publishing 
and the opportunity to buy the ebook (at £4.99) will be on the following online 
platforms: Amazon, Facebook and Linked In.  
 

GENERAL NOTICES 
 

Communication 

It would be helpful if members moving house would notify either their elder or the 
Church office of their new address.   
 

Church Flowers 

Anyone wishing to donate flowers on an anniversary or other special occasion or give 
a financial donation to the Flower Fund is invited to contact the Flower Committee via 
the Church Office or place a donation in the offering bag clearly marked Flower Fund. 

We would also like to welcome new members to the Committee and shall be very 
pleased to hear from any member interested. Help will be provided if required. 
 

Recordings of 10.30am Sunday Services 

Recordings of the Church services are available on the Church website (stcuthberts-
edinburgh.uk).   
 

Telephone Prayer Circle  

Requests for prayer in a crisis situation or in time of trouble should be sent by email to 
Irene Gill at prayercircle@stcuthberts-edinburgh.uk   

Prayer is normally offered for one week. Names of those for whom prayer is required 
in the longer term should be entered in the Intercession Book (which can be found on 
the table in the vestibule).  

All information will be treated in confidence. 
 

Fresh Start 

Fresh Start are very grateful for all our donations of household items and non-
perishable food. Please continue to place your donations in the “Big White Box” in the 
vestibule. 

If you are unable to deliver them, please email Jim McLean at 
jamesangusmclean@gmail.com      mentioning that the email is about Fresh Start.  
 

mailto:prayercircle@stcuthberts-edinburgh.uk
mailto:jamesangusmclean@gmail.com
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Steps to Hope 

Our charity partner continues to provide, on Sunday and Monday evenings, a hot 
home-cooked meal for people who find themselves in difficult situations.  

Would you be interested or do you know of anyone who would like the opportunity to 
support the local community and volunteer to assist with the Sunday meals at St 
Cuthbert’s?  

The main duty is to open and close the building to ensure that our Charity partner can 
continue to provide the meal service. 

Please get in touch with the church office for more details.  
 

Tuesday and Saturday Coffee Mornings 

A reminder that St Cuthbert’s have two dates for coffee mornings in the Church. 

Every Tuesday, you can come for a coffee and a chat in the Lindisfarne Room between 
10.30 am and noon.  

We also host a coffee morning on the last Saturday of each month. As always, all are 
welcome and we really appreciate the dedication and skill of our regular home baking 
suppliers. Thanks to you all. 

Please note that due to external bookings in the Sanctuary, we occasionally have to 
adjust the time of the coffee morning. Unless otherwise stated, the times of the coffee 
mornings are 11 am to 2 pm.  

The next Saturday ones are as follows: 

25th October 11am to 2pm 
29th November 11am to 2pm 

We look forward to seeing you, the more the merrier.  

Further information from Lyn & Derek Deans      Contact: 07704 131 276:     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers to the 1965 questions posed on page 7: 

Ronnie Biggs, JK Rowling, cigarettes, Help! by the Beatles. 



 

ST CUTHBERT’S PARISH CHURCH MAGAZINE Page 18 

Future Church Magazines 

 

Are you receiving the magazine the way you would prefer? Are you receiving a printed 
copy when one sent by email would suffice? Do we have the correct postal address (or 
email address) for you? If not, please get in touch so that we can sort it out and provide 
you with the magazine the way you want it.  

Please contact the Magazine Editor either by email (to magazine@stcuthberts-
edinburgh.uk), by post to Magazine Editor (at St Cuthbert’s Parish Church, 5 Lothian 
Road, Edinburgh, EH1 2EP) or leave notification in the Magazine Editor pigeon hole in 
the Church Office.     

Thanks to those who have already contacted the magazine, but if at any time in the 
future, you would prefer to receive it in a different format, please do get in touch.  

Thank you for sending in articles for the magazine. Please keep sending them in. If you 
wish to contribute items to the Church Magazine, please note the following deadlines 
for the upcoming editions. Material should be sent to the editor by: 

December 2025/January 2026 by Friday 21st November 
February/March 2026 by Thursday 22nd January 

either by e-mail to: magazine@stcuthberts-edinburgh.uk  or please leave in the 
‘Magazine Editor’ pigeon-hole in the Church Office.  
 

Graham’s big 4-0 

The magazine opened with mention of Alison and 
Charlie’s Diamond Wedding Anniversary and we close 
with Graham Maclagan’s 40th birthday, which he 
shared with members of the congregation on Sunday 
21st September.  

Graham joined the choir at the age of 18 and all at St 
Cuthbert’s are proud that he is now our Director of 
Music, an Elder and a friend to many.  

Thanks to Christine for supplying the cake and to 
Graham himself for supplying the fizz.  

Congratulations, Graham.  

mailto:magazine@stcuthberts-edinburgh.uk
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STANDARD WORSHIP AT ST CUTHBERT’S 
 

SUNDAY 
 

9.30 am Holy Communion, Memorial Chapel, on the first  
Sunday of the month 
 

10.30 am Morning Worship 
   Communion is included in the service on the last  

Sunday of each month 
 

We celebrate a more formal Holy Communion service on a 
quarterly basis: on the last Sunday of January, June and 
October and on Easter Day 

On the second Sunday of each month, Holy Communion is 
celebrated after the morning service in the Anam Chara Chapel 
 
 

FIRST TUESDAY IN THE MONTH 
 

12.15 pm Post Coffee Morning Worship, Memorial Chapel 
 

 
FIRST WEDNESDAY IN THE MONTH  

(not January, July and August) 
 

12.30 pm-5 pm soul space Come and go! 
   Reflection at 1 pm and 4.30 pm,  
   Soul Space takes place in the Church and is 

also available online  
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THE VISION OF 

THE PARISH CHURCH OF 

ST CUTHBERT 

To be living out the Gospel of Jesus Christ at the heart 
of our city as God’s people in the West End of 
Edinburgh; sharing God's love, offering a home to 
friends and strangers alike, and providing a hub to 
discern the Vision of God. 

 
St Cuthbert’s is a congregation of the Church of 

Scotland. We also belong to the ecumenical parish 

grouping Edinburgh City Centre Churches Together. We 

are also part of the HeartEdge network of churches 

initiated by St Martin-in-the-Fields, London 

St Cuthbert’s is an ‘eco-congregation’ 

 

 
     

5 Lothian Road, Edinburgh EH1 2EP 
www.stcuthberts-edinburgh.uk 

Facebook :St CuthbertsEdinburgh 
X (Twitter):@cuthbert_church 

   Scottish Charity Number: SCO10592 

 

http://www.stcuthberts-edinburgh.uk/

